
Code of Conduct for Responsible Collecting of Fungi for Research and 
Educational Purposes 

General Guidelines 
• Always seek the landowner's or site manager's permission before you enter land, and explain 

the purpose of your visit. 
• Follow the Countryside Code.  
• Avoid causing any damage or disturbance to other organisms or habitats. 
• Avoid removing dead wood unless this is necessary to identify a fungus.  
• Take a reputable field guide with you and try to identify as many fungi as you can in situ. 
• Ancient woodlands may contain a rich variety of fungi including rare species. Particular care 

should be taken when collecting from these sites. 
• Fungi are enjoyed by many people because of their beauty and intrigue. For this reason you 

should take care to minimise the visual effects of field study and collection. 

Guidelines for Scientific Collecting 
It is often necessary to collect for identification purposes. The identification and study of fungi is 
important to further our knowledge of them and to ensure their future survival. 

• Collect the minimum amount of material or number of specimens required for a proper 
description and reliable identification. 

• Record accurately the localities and habitat data for all species. 
• Always offer the results of your survey to the landowner or manager and explain the 

significance of what you have found. 
• Supply information to local and national databases and retain 'voucher specimens' for deposit 

in fungarium collections. 

Advice for leaders involved in fungal educational activities 
• Follow the guidelines for scientific collecting. 
• Always seek the landowner’s permission, giving the proposed date, start and finish times, the 

proposed area to be visited, and the estimated number of people involved. 
• Organise the event to minimise both the number of fungi picked and the risk of picking rare 

species. Avoid repetitive picking and make sure everyone knows how to collect responsibly to 
minimise the amount discarded at the end of the day. 

• Try to return discarded material to the collection site. 
• Provide a short, simple report for the landowner or manager, listing the fungi found and giving 

advice on the protection and management of sites where rarities or conservation priority 
species were found. 

Advice for Landowners & Managers 
• Recording and studying fungi is generally to be welcomed and encouraged, although you may 

wish to set limits on the number of visits or the number of people. 
• If your property falls wholly or partly within a nature reserve, SSSI or other protected area, 

contact the relevant authority for advice, and if necessary, written consent before approving 
access. 

• If you allow collection for consumption on your land you may want to issue seasonal permits to 
allow the situation to be reviewed annually. 

• If you suspect unauthorised commercial collection of fungi on your land, please report it. 
• Refer to the ‘Advice for Leaders’ above to ensure good practice by third parties whilst invited 

onto your land. 
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