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All your farm animals. 
Your beef and veal, 
including milk and dairy 
products. Not just cattle, 
but sheep, deer, goats, and 
even llamas, giraffe and 
antelope. Meat, certainly, 
but other products too, like 
leather, wool and other 
fibres.  Each and every one 
depends on fungi in the gut 
to digest the grass.

All the plants in your 
garden. All the crops in 
your fields. All the trees in 
your forests, and the grass 
of your pastures. All 
depend on fungal associates 
in their roots to help them 
grow.

Some of the wonder drugs 
of today come from fungi. 
Statins control your 
cholesterol level to protect 
you from heart disease. 
Cyclosporin stops rejection 
in transplant patients. And 
we still depend on penicillin 
– the wonder drug of the 
1940s. All from fungi!

Only fungi can degrade 
woody lignin. Without 
fungal wood decay the 
world would fill up with 
dead timber. Like it did in 
Carboniferous days when 
coal seams were laid down!
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