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FUNGUS TRAPS

This eelworm (nematode) has
been killed by a fungus. You
don't believegit?You can watch
it hﬂ};ﬁh‘i'f’ you put a very
_—~small pinch of soil onto a Petri
" dish of water agar, leave it at
room temperature for some days
and then look at it under a
dissecting microscope. I did this
—._about 40 years ago and with
ue beginner's luck found I was
lobkmg at eelworms wriggling
“7iA the traps of this fungus. The
traps, or rings, develop from 3
cells and when the inner
surface is touched the cells / |I
expand very suddenly and grlp J
the unfortunate eelwormso /|
~tightly that it is unable to {
es yphae of the fungus/ i
then gr to the ee]worm |
and dlgest i \Qﬁlther fungi / /
have developgd different | f ]
traps. Some ha stlcky!." /
knobs, other hakqe / {
elaborate loop-Ji e | /
structures; all ar ""l . /
B/ ]
very efficient W
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Fig. from: Kendrick, B (1986). A Young Person’s Guide to the Fungi.
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